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Dear Madam or Sir:

Through the course of this Ethics in Media Communications class we have spent a
great deal of time analyzing the new rating system for television programs. Iam pleased
to see that this issue is finally getting the attention that it has long deserved, as the issue

of appropriateness is usually ignored.

I realize that this new rating system is not perfect, but it is definitely a step in the
right direction. It is impossible to please all of the people all of the time. The fact that
the new ratings are given by a subjective source is not ideal to most and I think that if a
objective rating source would prove to be much more effective.

T would also like to see more specific rating information such as the sexual and
violent content of television programs. Irealize that it would be extremely difficult to
provide this information at a glance like the existing rating system. Perhaps if a weekly
guide (like TV Guide) were made available to parents who would like more detailed
information about sexual or violent content in a specific episode the rating system would
be more effective.

Sincerely,
Elisa M. Sabatini
. ‘ —
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Dear whoever this may concern,
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I am a student at Moreau catholic high school in Hayward california. Write now [ am
enrolled in a media ethics class. In this class we study different aspects of the media and how
those aspects affect society. A main topic that we have discussed over and over again is that of
the newly devised tv rating system. This system is a good idea but there is always room for
improvement. The rating displayed I believe should be displayed at the corner of the for at least
30 seconds every time the show comes on from a commercial break. The ratings should also
display the type of content in the show to give it that rating like an “S” for sex or a “V” for
violence. If these suggestions where applied to the system I think it would be a lot more
effective and make it easer for parents to determine what there kids should be able to watch.

Thank you for your time,

Sincegely,

Rya
Fremont, CA

Ho. of Copies rec'd /
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My name is Shawn Baxley, {'m currently a senior at Moreau Catholic High
School. I am writing you in regards to the new ratings system on TV. [ am 18yrs old and
have a few questions about how the system works. I feel that we are heading in the
correct direction but I feel we aren't doing enough. [ watch Days Of Our Lives and at the
beginning of each episode [ see a very small box in the upper right hand comer flash a
TV14 for a few questions. I understand this means that the content is suitabie for 14yrs.
old and up. During the show I see people in bed, people hurting other people, and even
the devil himself possess a woman. Now | wonder about the young child whose guardian
may have left the room for a minute and missed the few second flash of the little box.
Now how will they know what the show was rated? As people flip through channels they
tend to stop in shows already in progress, how will they know what the show was rated?

I also know that the new rating system will go hand in hand with the new V-Chip
that will be installed in television sets soon. It was proposed that the parents would be
able to block out what their kids would see by use of the ratings system. I shall infer that
the way to do this would be a very simple thing because most adults today are very
illiterate about new technology. It is also known that kids today are actually becoming
more technically smart than their parents. So now what is going to stop the cyberkid from
reprogramming what his stone age parents did before they left? I don't want to sound like
I am complaining but [ feel that these are valid questions that do need to be addressed.

Thank you for your time and concern

Sincerely,
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Dear Whomever:

I am writing in regards to my opinion of the new television
ratings system. I am a seventeen year-old female teen who
attends high school. Due to my busy schedule I do not have time
to watch a lot of television, but it is often on in my home for
background noise while I do my homework.

I have noticed the box in the corner of my screen, but it does
not have any real meaning to me. A show that is rated TV 14,
such as "The X-Files" (a show that I watch regularly), contains
violence and horror, but little or no bad language and sex. My
parents allow my to watch whatever programming that I would like,
but as a child they kept an eye on my viewing habits. Although
the rating system has no direct effect on what I am able to see,
I still believe that the system in place now is too vague for
parents (who this system is aiming to help) to make decisions by.
To make this system more effective I think that there needs to be
separate ratings for different categories such as violence,
horror, language, and sex. This would allow parents to make
better informed decisions concerning what is appropriate for
their specific child to watch.

Thank you,

- .

) chaseo-

Jessica Dietz
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March 5, 1997
To Whom [+ may concevn:

MY name 15 Cathy farene and T am a Semior at Morean
Catholiv H\’qh Schoot. Ty my Mass Media class we have been
S’MMMQ the afects that television has on us. We also have been

o\iScm%m@ the new Tv rmin%s system, and T wounld liKe 40 express
My opimons 0n this iSsue. T am glad .‘vaw (Some’rh[n/) has bfgcm
dne fo 4y and hetp pavents 1 deciding what prog/oims thetv
Childven %hould and Smuidnt waigh. However, T feel that Some
M(;msfvncwfs Should be made With e sysfenn .

Fivst of all, T think he Little box on the wpper left corner

0f the Scveen Should stay on loy\qev'thnn 0 Seconds, feop\e 0Ffen miss
the begimning 0f TV shows, Magoe e box Shonld be Aisplayed on +he
Streen Vipb\/\k befove Commevaial breaks  ang nght when the Show
omes pagk on. A lof of paren®s avg Sl ponfused abont what
fhese YM\WBS CMO‘H% mean. For example, Tv-Y tould mean ﬁn\ﬁhlh%.
T tink the ratings need 1o betfer Spectfvy what Type of aundience
Shonld  watch, Please Take this nfo  eonsideration. Thankyon fov
Youv I

S)'mevehz,

Cathyy vunto

Cathy Favente
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March 5, 1997

[ am a 18 year old TV viewer that goes to Moreau Catholic High School. I
am in the 12 grade and presently taking a course in Ethics in Mass Media. From
January onwards we have been study the new rating system carefully and discussing
its effect or impact in the viewing public.

I think that this rating system is a good idea but there can be some
improvements made to it. The reason I feel that improvements can be made is
because family values are different in each household . Violence may not be as
mexecutable in one house then in other houses. I think instead of rating by age, you
should rate by content like violence, sex, nudity, and adult content. What is adult
content. Is that when you pay your taxes or something. The content rating system
should be explained so parents would know what they mean. They should have
chips that can block out certain shows that contain content that the parents don't
approve of.

cerely :

)
T Bat

No. of Copies rec'd /
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To whom it may concern,

Hello, my name is Ricky Yap. I am currently
enrolled at Moreau Catholic here in Hayward,
California. I am in a class studying ethics in the
media. In this class we have studied the affects of
the television, movies, and the radio. We also
watched and researched articles on the positive and
negative affects of the television. My main purpose
of this letter is the @ive some feedback about the
new T.V. rating system. I am fully aware that this
is to inform the viewers the content of the show
before it is shown. I just have some suggestions to
make the system more effective. First of all, the
icon that is shown on the top left corner is just
not good enough. It does not give enough
information about how much the show has of sex,
violence, and foul language. Instead the system
should show a rating for each category. For the
reason that, some parents may let their children
watch a lot of violence and not sex or vice versa.

A perfect example of a rating is the system used on
H.B.0O., and Showtime.

I never said that I was against this system, but
I am all for“%ystem and for the V-chip. I
understand that this just came out and had nothing
to base your systemoh. I just hope that you will take
my suggestions in consideration to make your system
more affective to T.V. viewers around the world.

Sincerely,
New ot Dening razd /
List ALCL —
-
RO |
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To whom it may concern: SRR

iy b PR ; . e
. Y-k .- ’ b N -
vy t_a_Au \\.»L i RN N

Hello, myMe‘lS‘?a'tfickMﬁnﬁ'hémé‘”&ﬁd I am“‘é‘stﬁdéﬁt'héré’ht Moreau
Catholic High S¢hpl: Aty Ma odin dassrwearesgontinetingistadies on the
new T.V ratings. Iagree with the new system and I feel that it benefits both the
Pa;'ental Guide‘as well as the F.C:C'But as a T.V. viewer I feel that I should be more
informed about the. contents ‘of a program. At least more than just a rating. I also
feel that with the complaining of many parents, it limits me from being exposed to
the reality of the world because of such things like censorship. If one has a problem
with'a cértain show because it contains violence or for some other reason, I feel they
should just change the channel. I think all problems concerning the ratings will be
solved once all the complaining parents go out a get a T.V. set that has a v-chip. If
they can’t get that, it should be the parents responsibility to watch out for what their
children are watching, 1f its that much of a problem for them. Thank you for your
time.

Sincerely,

Patfick Manansala
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March 5, 1997
Dear Federal Communications Commission,

My name is Justin Paras and as a student, here at Moreau Catholic High
School, I am taking a class based on ethics in media communications. So far, we
have studied how the media, be it through television, movies, or radio, affects the
way people act. We have watched videos on the positive and negative effects of
the media on people. The main focus of the class is to analyze the role the media
plays in society.

The main reason for my writing to you is to express my concern over the
current T.V. ratings which are located in the upper left hand corners of T.V.
screens. I understand that this may be the first time that something of this sort has
been used, but I have advice which may better your device. First off, the ratings
displayed on the screen don't do a good job of specifically stating what makes the
show, for example, PG 14. The ratings need to show and explain how much
violence, sex, and profanity is involved in the program. Parents see that the show
is rated PG 14, but don't know what type or the amount of "indecent material”
contained in the program. Viewers want to know what about the show gives it the
rating it receives. Along with the PG 14; violence, sex, and profanity ratings
should be shown as well. For example:

1-10: 1 being the lowest amount
PG 14 10 being the most amount
violence: §
sex: 9
profanity: 2

Although the rating system can use improvement, I am totally for it, especially the
use of the V-chip. The chip would give parents total control over what their
children view. Thank you for considering my ideas. Good Luck!

Sincerely,

st

in Paras

No. of Cepies rec’d__/____
List ABCLE
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To whom it may concern:

My name is Tiffany Dunlap and I am a high school student
attending Moreau Catholic in Hayward, CA. 1In school, I am
currently studying the mass media and its effects on society. I
find this class very interesting and we discuss many important
issues.

One such important issue that has been brought to my
attention is the new TV rating system. I think that it is a
good idea to warn people about what they are watching, but the
system needs a lot of work. First of all, how do we, as the
viewers, know what TV14 means exactly. We question whether it
is the violence, language, sexual behavior or the horror that
gives the show that rating. Secondly, to only flash a small
icon at the top of the screen for a few seconds at the beginning
of a show is worthless. What if someone misses the rating, and
then is sickened by what he sees. Laétly, the big question is,
do the ratings work work? 1In my observations, children seem to
disregard the icons, with the idea in mind that they are going
to watch it anyway. I have also noticed that the majority of
the shows are rated PG, even though they vary drastically in
content. The audience should have a way to tell what negative
aspect is in the show, so then they can decide whether to watch
it or not. A rating system for television shows is a good idea,
but it needs to be revised. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely yours,

Tiffany Dunlap MNo. of Copiesrecd

List ABCLE
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To Whom It May Concern,

My name is(Colleen Garrigan. I am sixteen years old and a
junior at Moreau Catholic High School in Hayward, California. I
am currently enrolled in a class that deals with ethics in media
communications. I am familiar with the new rating system and we
have been studying and discussing its impacts or lack thereof.

I think that the idea of having a rating system for parents
is a good idea. Parents in today’s society need to be informed
and involved in matters dealing with and effecting their
children. I think that the rating system right now is pretty
much ineffective though. It does not give parents any idea of
why a particular show has a specific rating. If there is going
to be a system to help parents, it needs to tell them the content
and extent of that content; such as violence, language, and
sexual content. If a more detailed system can be developed, I
think then and only then will a rating system be effective and
useful.

Sincerely,
(o UL
Colleen Garrigan

No. of Copies rec'd
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March 5, 1997

To: The Federal Communications Commission

I am writing to comment on the new Television Ratings System that was put into affect the
first of this year. I am a high school student studying in a class for Media Ethics. Being a
seventeen years old, I can not say that the ratings apply strictly to myself and others my age. They
do apply to younger children, up to the age of fourteen. Lately while watching for these ratings on
television shows, I have noticed that not every show has been rated, especially in prime-time. |
understand that it may be difficult to rate every show on television, but there should be an effort to
rate the time of day when most television is watched by the family. There are a few other changes
that I want to recommend.

I am not subscribed to cable or any satellite network, so I am not totally informed on how
ratings work for those networks. When I have been at a friend’ s house to watching cable, though,
I have noticed HBO’s rating system. They bring up a bright, and attention catching screen.
Different symbols are shown each representing the show’s content. Next to each symbol would be
a text warning, explaining what each symbol covers. This idea would be a definite alternative to
the current ratings system. Parents are looking for a way to limit the violence, sex, and horror
seen by children during their young, delicate years of life. Please take this into consideration and

thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

(X ey

Robert Butner

N of Geciss rantd
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To whom it may concern :

My name 1s John Pettinichio and 1 am a student at Moreau Catholic High School.
I'm seventeen years old and a senior studying mass media and communications. In my
course we are looking at the new rating system and the effects it is having on America. We
are to determine whether we think the system is working or not and to look at what we think
the ratings such as TV-14, TV-M and so on, mean. We are even asked to make up ratings
on our own to make ourselves more involved with the program shown and its rating that
was given by the network. My duty in this letter is to give you my point of view of the
situation.

[ would say that this isn't helping at all. | say this because parents are not going to let
their children watch a program just because the network says the program isn't that bad, they
are going to make the choice for thetr child. Another reason is that the network doesn't
leave the rating in the corner long enough. A child can come in on a show that has been on
for 20 seconds and won't know the rating because it only last for 15 seconds. My solution
to this is to leave it there throughout the show since you can barely notice it in the first
place. Now this will lead to the child who has been taught the right way by his or her
parents to change the channel if it has a bad rating. The other problem that I have is that 1
think that the network should have more options on rating a show. I mean, they should give
the viewer a variety of ratings such as TV-N for nudity or TV-V for violence. TV-14
doesn't inform me that this show has violence and nudity but TV-N and TV-V does. I just
believe that these ratings would make it clearer and more specific. These are the only flaws
that I have notice about this system and I want to thank you for taking the time to read my
opinions.

Sincerely,

L

hn Pettinichio
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As a member of an "Ethics in Media Communications" class, I
want to addregs the:igssueiof a TV ratings system. I am a junior
at Moreau Catholic High School, and this class focuses on
televisioii™and its endrmous: effects on our culture. The first
thlng that*came to mind when I heard of a new ratings system for
televigibn iwas government. Having read many articles about
today’s television, I have heard of the "pressure" that Congress,
ag.well as,parents’ activist groups, have been exerting on the
prime-time television broadcasters. I do not know what this
"pressure" is, but it was great enough that these television
companies have given in and instituted a ratings system. If
"pressure" constitutes government force, what has been done is
wrong.

I often wonder what would have happened to the television
broadcast companies if they had refused to institute such a
system. I am not happy to hear that our new ratings system is
here because of government "pressure”. BAnd aren’t we all so
eager for the emergence of the well-hyped "V-chip". I should say
that I oppose both as long as it is a matter of force. Our
government has no business telling us what we should watch on TV
or what the broadcasters must do to make it safer for children to
watch.

:)“M»\u- .AA’Y\:\XL-\
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To whom it may concern,

I am a male student at Moreau Catholic H. S. in Hayward, California. I have a
class called Ethics in Mass Media, where we analyze everything the media does. I'd
just like to voice some of my opinions, questions, and suggestions that I have
concerning the T. V. rating system.

I feel it was a great idea putting in a rating system, at least it is something that
can warn parents about what their children are going to view. It can also get them
more prepared for what they may see with their children in some family time.
Concerns I have with this are how are these ratings based, for “Y7” must there be a
certain amount of scariness that would be unsuitable for children under seven. Also
what about a child who might be slower or faster to mature, would that show then be
improper for the child not as mature, or because the other child who has matured
earlier be able to watch this when he is younger on account of his maturity? Or
should this task of knowing what is too scary, too violent, or “bad” for children to see ‘e
held upon the parents? These same questions also apply to all of the other ratings,
how can you know what is too much for someone, why should it be by age, everyone
does mature at different rates. This whole rating system, I feel is a good step toward
not letting children not watch what they are not mature enough to see, and people
have to realize the system is not going to be perfect. Even though it may have flaws,
at least it is some information, and some help toward making life better for the
future.

Rating systems and other devices such as a V-chip is a good step toward
filtering what children watch, but realistically everything is entirely held up to the
parents, they arethe controllers, and hopefully these types of systems can somehow
help or aid parents, and hopefully they will make use of them. Because all of this
help is offered to the public, but if they don’t use it, what’s the use of having them?
The public must be educated, they must be shown how important things like the
rating system really is, and then maybe they will use it, and recongnize everyone
that kept fighting to keep things like the rating system, and the V-chip.

Soxal alian
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I am writing this letter to you so vou can think off new ways to improve
your rating m My name is David Gandhi and I am a sixteen year old
junior attending Moreau Catholic High School in Hayward, California.
Currently, I watch about 21 hours of T.V. a week and I have just recently
learned about your rating system which is posted on the left hand corner of
the T.V.

I am concerned about young kids that are watching programs that contain
grotesque scenes that are inappropriate for them. I feel that your current
rating system is not good enocugh and their can be ways to improve it. First of
all vour rating system does not tell parents what type of content the prograr
containg. Who are you to determine what age group gets to see which program.
Don't you know that some kids mature differently than others. Instead of
having ages for your guidelines you should use letters or picture. For sex use
the letter 'S' or have a picture of lips. For language use the letter 'L' or
use a picture of a guy talking. For violent content use 'V' or ugse the picture
of a gqun. For death their should be a skull and cross bone or use the letter
‘D', If there is more wviolent content then more letters should be added or
more pictures should be added. For example, use the letter 'S' twice if there
is more sex content 1like 'S8'. Go all the way to five S's if there is that
much sex content. Do the same for the pictures too. I feel that this will give
parents a better wayvy to choose which programs their kids can watch. Thank you
for taking the time to reading my letter. I did not mean to ridicule your
current gystem. I just feel that it can be improved and my system sSeems to be
an improved version. /

] Mo, of Coplug ragd
Sincerly, List AZCE S

v

David Gandhi
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Dear FCC,
Tam a student from Moreau Catholic High School and
I think the new ratings for each television show is a very good start for rating
shows. The need for this rating system was very high. Kids these days need
ratings for their shows. Kids need to leam when they see a rating that is not
for their age group that they can not watch those shows. If parents do the
right thing and teach their kids not to watch that they are not suppose to, then
this system will work. The way to improve is to start using the V-chip and
everyhting will be alright. When the rating system and the V-chip is used
then parents will have no problem with their kids watching television. This
system works very well.
Sincerely,
John W. Camey
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